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In the train near Pieters, Natal: March 31.
Ladysmith, her garrison and her rescuers,
were still recovering, the one from the
effects of long confinement, the other from
over-exertion. All was quiet along the
Tugela except for the plashing of the
waters, and from Hungers Poorte to
Weenen no sound of rifle or cannon shot
disturbed the echoes. The war had rolled
northward: the floods of invasion that had
isolated--almost overwhelmed--Ladysmith
and threatened to submerge the whole
country had abated and receded, so that the
Army of Natal might spread itself out to
feed and strengthen at its leisure and
convenience on the reconquered territory.
Knoxs (Ladysmith) Brigade went into
camp at Arcadia, five miles west of the
town. Howards (Ladysmith) Brigade
retired to the breezy plains south of
Colenso. Clerys Division--for the gallant
Clery, recovered from his sickness, had
displaced the gallant and successful
Lyttelton--moved north and encamped
beyond Elandslaagte along the banks of
Sundays River. Hunters Division was
disposed with one brigade at Elandslaagte
and one at Tinta Inyoni. Warren, whom it
was no longer necessary to send to the
Cape Colony, established himself and his
two brigades north of Ladysmith, along the
railway line to the Orange Free State.
Brocklehurst, with the remnants of what
had once been almost a Cavalry Division,
and now could scarcely mount three
squadrons, occupied a neighbouring plain,
sending his regiments one by one to
Colenso, or even Mooi River, to be
re-horsed; and around all this great Army,
resting after its labours and preparing for
fresh efforts, the Cavalry brigades of
Dundonald and Burn-Murdoch drew an
immense curtain of pickets and patrols
which extended from Acton Homes in the
east, through Besters Station right round to
Wessels Nek and further still, and which
enabled the protected soldiers within to
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close their eyes by night and stretch their
legs by day. Meanwhile, the burghers had
all retreated to the Drakensburg and the
Biggarsburg and other refuges, from which
elevated positions they defied intrusion or
attack, and their scattered line stretched in
a vast crescent even around our widely
extended front from the Tintwa Pass,
through Waschbank to Pomeroy.
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