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Excerpt: ... right now. Mother-- She did?
Roger is ready to jump at him. | was
willing to speak to you about them, but--
She said, Not worth while bothering father.
How did you know? Oh, | have met your
mother before, you see. Nothing else? No.
Havent been an ass about a girl or anything
of that sort? Good lord, father! | shouldnt
have said it. In my young days we
sometimes--Its all different now. | dont
know, | could tell you things that would
surprise you. No! Not about yourself? No.
At least-- Just as you like, Roger. It blew
over long ago. Then theres no need?
No--oh no. It was just--you know--the old,
old story. He eyes his father suspicioudly,
but not a muscle in Mr. Torrances
countenance is out of place. | see It
hasnt--left you bitter about the sex, Roger,
| hope? Not now. She--you know what
women are. Yes, yes. You neednt mention
it to mother. | wont. Mr. Torrance is elated
to share a secret with Roger about which
mother is not to know. Think your mother
and | are an aged pair, Roger? | never--of
course you are not young. How long have
you known that? | mean, its true--but |
didnt know it till quite lately. That youre
old? Hang it, Roger, not so bad as
that--elderly. This will stagger you; but |
assure you that until the other day | jogged
aong thinking of myself as on the whole
still one of the juveniles. He makes a wry
face. | crossed the bridge, Roger, without
knowing it. What made you know? What
makes us know al the new things,
Roger?--the war. 11l tell you a secret. When
we redlised in August of 1914 that myriads
of us were to be needed, my first thought
wasnt that | had a son, but that | must get
fit myself. You! Funny, isnt it? says Mr.
Torrance quite nastily. But, as | tell you, |
didnt know | had ceased to be young, |
went into Regents Park and tried to run a
mile. Lummy, you might have killed
yourself. | nearly did--especialy as | had
put aweight on...
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