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Excerpt: ...the centre of an unseen whirlpool of emotions that threatened to be overwhelming.
And then with a smile Nap put an end to a tension of expectancy that had become painful.
Hullo, Bertie! he said, and smote him on the shoulder with a vigorous hand. Ive just been
hearing about your engagement, my dear fellow. Congratulations! May you and Dot have the
best of everything all your lives! Poor Dot would have fled had that been possible, but she was
hedged in too closely for that. Moreover, Nap had transferred her hand to Berties, and the boys
warm grasp renewed her fainting courage. She knew he was as amazed as she was herself at
Naps sudden move, and she determined that she would stand by him at whatever cost. And
after all, the difficult moment passed very quickly. People crowded round them with kindly
words, shook hands with them, chaffed them both, and seemed to be genuinely pleased with
the turn of events. Mrs. Errol came forward in her hearty way and kissed them; and in the end
Dot found herself in Berties vacated place on the arm of Lucass chair, with his steady hand
holding hers, and his quiet, sincere voice telling her that he was real glad that the thing was
fixed up at last. Later Bertie took her home in the motor, and explained the situation to the
rector, who was mildly bewildered but raised no definite objection to the announcement of the
engagement. He was something of a philosopher, and Bertie had always been a favourite of
his. Nap in fact was the only member of the Errol family for whom he did not entertain the
most sincere esteem; but, as Dot remarked that night, Nap was a puzzle to everybody. It
seemed highly probable after all that he carried a kind heart behind his cynical exterior. She
was sure that Lady Carfax thought so, since she invariably treated him as an intimate friend.
The rector admitted that she might be right, but after Dot had gone to bed he leaned his elbow
on his writing-table and sat long in thought. I...
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