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1882 Excerpt: ... insolatio suits my old
bones better than processioning. 1St Monk.
Tis pleasant enough in the sun, were it not
for the flies. Look--theres a lizard. Come
you here, little run-about: heres game for
you. 2ND Monk. A tame fool, and a gay
one--Munditiae mundanis. 1ST MONK.
Catch him a fat fly--my hand shaketh. 2ND
Monk. If one of your new-lights were here,
now, hed pluck him for a fiend, as Dominic
did the live sparrow in chapel. 1St Monk.
There will be precious offerings made
today, of which our house will get its share.
2ND MONK. Not we; she always favoured
the Franciscans most. 1St MONK. Twas
but fair--they were her kith and kin. She
lately put on the habit of their third minors.
2ND Monk. So have half the fine
gentlemen and ladies in Europe. Theres
one of your new inventions, now, for
letting grand folks serve God and mammon
at once, and emptying honest monasteries,
where men give up all for the Gospels
sake. And now these Pharisees of
Franciscans will go off with full
pockets--Ist Monk. While we poor
publicans--2ND Monk. Shall not come
home all of us justified, I think. 1St Monk.
How? Is there scandal among us? 2ND
Monk. Ask not--ask not. Even a fool, when
he holds his peace, is counted wise. Of all
sins, avoid that same gossiping. 1St Monk.
Nay, tell me now. Are we not like David
and Jonathan? Have we not worked
together, prayed together, journeyed
together, and been soundly flogged
together, more by token, any time this forty
years? And now is news so plenty, that
thou darest to defraud me of a morsel?
2ND Monk. Ill tell thee--but be secret. I
knew a man hard by the convent (names
are dangerous, and a bird of the air shall
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carry the matter), one that hath a mighty
eye for a heretic, if thou knowest him. 1St
Monk. Who carries his poll screwed on o...
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