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1768 Excerpt: ...they generally offer two
reasons; first, because by the words of the
patent patent they are left to their own
choice; and secondly, because they are not
obliged by law: so that you see there is,
Bellum atque virum, a kingdom on one
side, and William Wood on the other. And
if Mr. Word gets the victory at the expence
of Irelands ruin, and the profit of one or
two hundred thousand pounds (I mean by
continuing, and counterfeiting as long as he
lives) for himself; I doubt, both present and
suture ages will at least think it a very
singular scheme. Is this fact be truly stated,
I must confess, I look upon it as my duty,
so far as God hath enabled me, and as long
as I keep within the bounds of truth, of
duty, and of decency, to warn my
fellowsubjects as they value their king,
their country, and all that ought or can be
dear to them, never to admit this pernicious
coin; no not so much as one single
half-penny. For if one single thief forces
the door, it is in vain to talk of keeping out
the whole crew behind. And while I shall
be thus employed, I will never give myself
leave to suppose that what I say can either
offend my lord lieutenants whofe person
and great qualities I have always highly
respected (as I am sure his excellency will
be my witness), or the ministers in England
with whom I have nothing to do, or they
with me; much less the privy-council here;
who, as I am informed,.did fend an address
to his majesty against Mr. Woods coin;
which if it be a mistake, I desire I may not
be accused for a spreader of false news: but
I confess, I am so great a stranger to affairs,
that, for any thing I know, the whole body
of the council may since have been
changed: and although I observed some of
the very same names in a late declaration
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against that coin, which I saw...
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