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cover its whole cushion. But there are
better chairs than this,--mahogany,
black-walnut, rosewood, springseated and
damask-cushioned, with varied slopes, and
innumerable artifices to make them easy,
and obviate the irksomeness of too tame an
ease,--a score of such might be at Judge
Pyncheons service. Yes! in a score of
drawing-rooms he would be more than
welcome. Mamma would advance to meet
him, with outstretched hand; the virgin
daughter, elderly as he has now got to
be--an old widower, as he smilingly
describes himself,--would shake up the
cushion for the Judge, and do her pretty
little utmost to make him comfortable. For
the Judge is a prosperous man. He
cherishes his schemes, moreover, like other
people, and reasonably brighter than most
others; or did so, at least, as he lay abed
this morning, in an agreeable half-drowse,
planning the business of the day, and
speculating on the probabilities of the next
fifteen years. With his firm health, and the
little inroad that age has made upon him,
fifteen years or twenty--yes, or perhaps
five-and-twenty!--are no more than he may
fairly call his own. Five-and-twenty years
for the enjoyment of his real estate in town
and country, his railroad, bank, and
insurance shares, his United States
stock,--his wealth, in short, however
invested, now in possession, or soon to be
acquired; together with the public honors
that have fallen upon him, and the
weightier ones that are yet to fal! It is
good! It is excellent! It is enough! Still
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lingering in the old chair! If the Judge has a
little time to throw away, why does not
he...
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